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Editorial
Benno van Dalen June Barrow-Green
A number of changes have taken place in the editorial staff of Historia Mathematica as of January 1, 2007. Most
importantly, Craig Fraser has ended his activities as editor-in-chief after having served for a total of seven years.
During much of this period he was the driving force behind the journal, and it was largely because of his indefatigable
efforts that a steady stream of articles, partially in the context of special conference issues he initiated, was submitted.
This allowed Historia Mathematica to build a sufficient backlog of articles to maintain its high standards of quality. We
are very pleased that Craig is prepared to continue to serve the journal as a member of the editorial board despite his
increased number of administrative duties at the Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and Technology
at Toronto University.
Benno van Dalen of the endangered Institut für Geschichte der Naturwissenschaften at Frankfurt University will
succeed Craig as editor-in-chief, and June Barrow-Green of the Centre for the History of the Mathematical Sciences at
the Open University, Milton Keynes (England), will exchange her role as associate editor for that of managing editor.
June’s research interest lies in European and American mathematics in the 19th and 20th centuries, and she is currently
working on British mathematics during the First World War. June will primarily be responsible for submissions on
western mathematics from the 17th to 20th centuries.
We thank the members of the editorial board as well as all anonymous referees for their extremely important
contributions. The quality of a journal like Historia Mathematica depends to a very large extent on the willingness of
the referees to carefully scrutinize the details of the submitted articles. We especially thank the following members
who have left the board: Sergei Demidov, Menso Folkerts, Jacques Sesiano, and Michio Yano. Furthermore, we
welcome the following new members: Annette Imhausen, Niels Jahnke, Jacqueline Stedall, and Warren van Egmond.
Also in the book review departments a number of changes have taken place during the last three years. We thank
Tom Archibald and Walter Scott for their excellent work as review editors for English and non-English books, re-
spectively. Tom was succeeded by Adrian Rice (Randolph-Macon College, Ashland, Vermont) in the fall of 2004, and
Antoni Malet (Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona) took over from Scott as of February 2006. Both the English and
the non-English departments are running smoothly and a reasonable backlog of reviews is waiting to be published in
the coming year.
In early 2004 Glen Van Brummelen expressed his wish to step down as abstracts editor after a period of five
years during which he brought the coverage of the historical mathematical literature up to an unsurpassed level. He
was eventually succeeded by Sloan Despeaux (Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, North Carolina) in January
2005, although he continued to serve as an assistant editor until the third issue of that year. Glen created an on-
line index of all abstracts that have appeared in Historia Mathematica since 1974, which can soon be reached at0315-0860/$ – see front matter © 2006 Published by Elsevier Inc.
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editors consisting of Sloan and two assistant editors, Kim Plofker (Providence) and Laura Martini (Siena). Starting
with issue 32-4 the abstracts have been arranged in categories by culture or period, making them easier to access. As
always, many thanks are due to the team of contributors, who provide a large number of the abstracts for every issue.
Various changes at Elsevier during the last three years have greatly facilitated the work of the editors. The in-
troduction of the EES (Elsevier Editorial System) has fully automated the flow of submissions, referee reports, and
decisions. Its convenience compensates to a large extent for the loss of direct “personal” e-mail contact with authors
and referees, although complaints by those who use the system only once or twice a year and each time need to
“reinvent the wheel” need to be taken seriously. Also in other respects the Internet plays an increasingly important
role: all information related to Historia Mathematica, including the guidelines for authors and various important links,
can be found at http://authors.elsevier.com/ , whereas all earlier issues as well as articles ready for publication can be
consulted online at http://www.sciencedirect.com/ (subscription or payment required).
The collaboration with Elsevier’s editorial office in San Diego has also been very pleasant and productive during
the past editorial period. All tasks relating to Historia Mathematica have been combined in the work of one person,
the journal manager (at present Oscar Sosa), which has greatly improved the flow of production of the journal and has
helped to avoid earlier confusions.
The new editorial team intends to continue publishing high-quality articles and research notes, reviews of the most
important books in the field, abstracts with coverage as wide as possible, and personal notes, including obituaries. We
are looking forward to a continued enjoyable collaboration with the authors, the editorial board, and all other referees,
and welcome any input and comments from the readers.
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